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Gar the Recard, . .

Grown from nothing, planned and nurtured in spare moments,

carefully garnered in the rush of our first weeks as Aviation Cadets,
"Preflight” is the record of the Class of 43-D. In it we have tried

to preserve, for ourselves and for those at home, the outline of the

work, the hard knocks, the laughs that these nine weeks of a new

life have given us.

During the few short weeks we have been together as a class

we have been under constant pressure, both physically and men-

tally; the intensive training has toughened us all—left us better pre-

pared to enter info the most difficult part of our training. Alert-

ness af razor-keen edge, reaction time noticeably decreased, vital

interest in our work ever increasing, we are ready and able to

take to the air.

So it ends; 43-D is about to terminate its official existence as a

single organization, and our ways part. The transition stage is

over; from the mixed group of civilians, Infantrymen, Engineers,

Tankers, we've become a corps of trained, wide-awake men,

united in their unwavering desire to fly for the United States, her

people, her way of life.






PREFLIGHT

United Stales fqlumf Air Qorced

THE CORPS OF AVIATION CADETS
OF THE
PRE-FLIGHT SCHOOL FOR PILOTS

MAXWELL FIELD, ALABAMA

Vol. 2, No. 4. -  Oclober, Nineleen Hundred Borty- Two




7@%@6«%@@4@‘9@

For the Record 1 Drill 20
Dedication 5 Range 2]
43-D Prototype 6 From ‘10 to ‘42 22
Cadet Leadership . The Tactical Officer Looks at the Cadet 23
Preparation for Flight 8 Cadets Make Music 24
Song of Pre-Flight 10 Rec Hall: Center of Cadet Social Life 25
Cadet Faith . : N -1 Mail Call T . . 29
Trouble Shooter . o 13 Here 'n There .. . : 30
Work Hard, Mister! 15 Free Periods? . : R |
Altitude—28,000 19 Preflight . i .. 32

Preflight Stall

. J. H. Craddock, H-8

Editor-in-Chief E. H. Wiener, Jr., G-8

Associate Editor Layout Editor W. A. Homma, B-7

Associate Editor R. B. Graves, G-2 Art Editor M. E. Brown, F-8

Editorial: E. H. Campbell, H-8 Art:
G. B. Jones, C-4
J. H. Kempner, M-9
B. B. Roach, M-6
F. R. Trowbridge, M-6

S. M. Davidson, H-8
S. Halpern, 1-6

W. F. Nolan, A-4
S. L. Stratakis, G-8
N. A. Ulrich, K-9

Public Relations Officer Captain Barna C. Pope, Jr.

All Photos taken by the Base Photo Section, Maxwell Field.
Published at the Paragon Press, Montgomery, Ala.




The motto of the Southeast Army Air Forces Training Center, “Prepare
for Combat”, took on deeper meaning last month when Major General
Ralph Royce took over the command. Just returned from Australia where
he served as Commanding General of the Northeast Air Area, he won the
Distinguished Service Cross last Spring for a raid he personally led on the
Philippine Islands.

Michigan born, his twenty-eight years of army service include West
Point—class of 1914, World War | in which he earned the Croix de Guerre
for bravery in action near Toul, France, in 1918, Commanding Officer at
numerous fields throughout the country and in Alaska, a tour of duty as
Air Attache in London, and work with the Harriman Mission to the Middle
East, all of which has given him an excellent background for the assign-
ment he now has.

“The Jap and the German is a tough customer—and our job here is to
make our future fliers even tougher. We shall do just that”, the General
stated on taking over the S.E.A.A.F.T.C. We're lucky to have you here, Sir,
and we shall do our best to aid you in accomplishing your purpose.




43-D Prototype

By J. H. Craddock

The Class of 43-D is like an open hand. It
stretches in all directions and no two fingers are
the same. The forefathers of a few were at Lex-
ington, more were at Appomattox, and to some
English was an alien tongue. All of these United
States are represented—the rural and the urban.
The civilian occupations of the Cadets vary from

California mechanic to Broadway actor; from Ne-
braska farmer to Georgia engineer; from Michi-
gan school teacher to Texas cowboy.

Thirty-five per cent of the class hail from New

York, Pennsylvania, California, Ohio and Indiana,
while Massachusetts, lllinois, Florida, Louisiang,
Michigan and New Jersey follow with four and a
half per cent each. The balance of 43-D is evenly
distributed, with all the other states represented
in varying degrees from one-half to two and a
half per cent.

The educational background is good proof that
two years of college is not alone the criteria for
picking pilots.  Fifty-six percent only completed
high school. Prior to Pearl Harbor these men would
not have had sufficient formal education to enter
Aviation Cadet Training. But with the present
screening test entrance examinations they have
been given the opportunity and are proving to the
Academic Department all that could be desired.

Of those who received college education, fif-
teen percent completed one year, ten percent two
years, eight percent three years while nine and a
half percent have college degrees.

The average member of 43-D is five feet nine
and a half inches tall and is twenty-three years of
age. He has had some previous military training;
over eighty percent of the class having entered
Pre-Flight directly from the Army.

One day the California mechanic and the
Broadway actor will climb into P-40s, the Ne-
braska farmer and the Georgia engineer into
A-20s, and the Michigan school teacher and Texas
cowboy into B-17’s; that open hand will close and
the fingers that were so different will close into
a well knit fist, becoming a formidable weapon.
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